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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Cunenlly Amended) A system comprising: 

one or more digital cameras for capluii ng, a plur ality of images: and 

a^delivery-medium producing apparatus for automatically recording a- the plurality of 

images captured by a plurality of digital cameras, the delivery-medium producing apparatus 
mcluding: comprising: 

a receiving unit epemMe- configured to receive a-the plurality of imagesjvia 

wireless comnuniications with the one or more digital cameras .H vhieh ar e- autoH^atjeal - i¥ 

r4^^stee fer^ s- whieli - ar e 4 e t e rm4n e d - b )^ u ^ cameras in advance; 

an image keeping apparatus epemble- configured to keep said plurality of images 

received and recorded thefern-by said receiving unit^i-and 

a delivery-medium recording unit epefabk- configured to record said plurality of 

iniages onto one or more recording media. 

wherein the one or more digital cameras are configured to automatical iy determine when 

an image transmitting conditio n is meL. and to automatically transmit the plurality of images to 
the delivery-medium producin g ap paratus in response to the determination, - m such a maiin eF 
tjiat -e aeh-ef -s aid^- e eer^ i n^m e di a-^ ter es-e n e^^ images of said pluraiit}^ of images that w^ere 
t- ^ e e iv e d - fi ' em-en e- ef Hsa i4 -u^a^s-ei^. 

2. (Currently Amended) A deliv e r>^ i^ edj^m^fedu <^in g- ap p aratu s - systeiii as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the delivery-medium producing apparatus further iricludes: eempr^sj-Hgr 

another receiving unit operable to receive a negative film; and 

an image converting unit operable to read an image recorded onto said negative film mid 
to convert said read image into a digital image, 

wherein said digital image is kept by said image keeping apparatus and is recorded onto 
one of said recording media for a corresponding user . 
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3. (Currently Amended) A d e liv e B ^ m edH^fflj^d^ cing apparatus system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein 

said plurality of images are automatically transmitted to the receiving unit from a 

plurality of digital cameras corresponding to a pkirality of users, and 

said delivery-medium recording unit records said-one or more images of said plurality of 

images onto one of said recording media for said-one of said users at predetermined intervals. 

4. (Currently Amended) A dei4^^ ^ ■ medium producing ap pamtus- svsteni as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein 

said plurality of images are automaticaliy transmitted to the receiving unit fi'om a 

plurality of digital cameras corresponding to a plurality of users. 

said delivery-medium recording unit records said-one or more imajges of said plurality of 

images when a recording instruction from said one of said users is received. 

5. (Currently Amended) A d eliv e Fy - m e dium - pr edtreiftg-app aratiis system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the delivery-medium producing apparatus further includes sBmpmm^ei database 
operable to store information related to each of said plurality of images in such a manner that 
said information corresponds to said each of said plurality of images, wherein 

said delivery-medium recording unit records said plurality of images onto said recording 
media based on said information in said database. 

6. (Currently Amended) A deU^-^mM^e dium pro du cing apparatus system as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein said information includes at least a user ID of said each of said plurality of images that 
specifies a corresponding user. 

7. (Currently Amended) A d oli very ■ medium producing apparatus system as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein said information further includes at least one of a date and a place said each of said 
plurality of images was captured^ and 
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said delivery-medium recording unit records said plurality of images after classification 
of said images based on said at least one of said data and said place, 

8., (Currently Amended) A d e iw e Pv ^ H^ dlnm-pfe ducing apparatus system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the delivery-medium producing apparatus further includes: ee n^pr - i & inj^ - ; 

an extra-printing-request receiving unit operable to receive an extra-printing request for 
an image of said plurality of images kept by said image keeping apparatus from a corresponding 
user; and 

an extra-printing processing unit operable to print said image to be extra-printed onto 
paper in accordance with said extra-printing request. 

9. (Currently Amended) A deH^e r-y modium producing app afaHB- system as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein said extra-printing request specifies said image to be extra-printed, and the quantity and 
size of the extra print. 

10. (Currently Amended) A d e li^ ^ BH^ ^ediun^i-predti cing apparatus system as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein the deHvery-medium producing a pparatus . further comprising includes a database 
operable to store image IDs respectively assigned to said plurality of images, wherein 

said extra-printing request specifies said image to be extra-printed by specifying one of 
said image IDs that is assigned to said image to be extra-printed, and 

said extra-printing processing unit specifies said image to be extra-printed by referring to 
said database, 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A deli^^ e m^^ e diitm - p t=edHeffl^^>pam^ as claimed in claim 
10, wherein said recording media stores said image IDs respectively assigned to said images 
together with said images, to help each of said users to select said image to be extra-printed. 

12. (Currently Amended) A d e lw e iy n^^editH^^Fefe cing apparatus system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein 
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the deiiveiv-medium producing apparatus further e omprisi i^ includes an extra-printing- 

request receiving unit operable to receive an extra-printing request for an image of said plurality 
of images kept by said image keeping apparatus from a corresponding user, and. wherein 

said delivery-medium recording unit records said image to be extra-printed onto a new 
recording medium. 

13. (Currently Amended) A d e liv e r - v - iB e d i u m^^eA^ cing apparatus system as claimed in claim 

12, wherein 

the delivery-medium further ee mprising includes a database operable to store image IDs 

respectively assigned to said images, wherein 

said extra-printing request specifies said image to be extra-printed by specifying one of 
said image IDs that is assigned to said image to be extra-printed, and wherein 

said delivery-medium recording unit specifies said image to be extra-printed by referring 
to said database and records said image thus specified onto said new recording medium, 

14. (Currently Amended) A detivePy ^ ' medium pro d^teirrg^pp aralu ^system as claimed in claim 

13, wherein 

said plurality of ima^zes are automatically transmitted to the receiving unit from a 

piurality, of digital cameras corresponding to a plurality of users, 

said recording media stores said image IDs respectively assigned to said images together 

with said images, to help each of said users to select said image to be extra-printed. 

15. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

one or more digital cameras for capturing a plurality of images; and 

a_deliyery-medium producing apparatus for automatically recording arthe plurality of 

images captured by a plurality of digital cameras, the delivery-medium producing apparatus 

i I J Lr t LIU 1 1 J ^ ^ c vj iTt pi itj n lyii^r 

a receiving unit epembl^ configured to receive a-the plurality of images via 

wireless communications with the one or m ore digital cameras, which are automatically 
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I^^ n4t4ed4e4h e 4' e e e iv4i^g - m^ ^ ^ ^ ^ of digital caiiieras, \\1i ei^&m--s ^ - pliiFalj l y -ef 

iHiage s-- are - au1;ematie al-ly4faHSH^ iUcd From the pluralil)^ of di g ka! ca mems-j-i^e6eMaBee^\444^ 

an image keeping apparatus epem^ configured to keep said plurality of images 

received and recorded th erein by said receiving unit^t 

a deiivery-medium recording unit opemM^-co n fi gur ed to record said plurality of 

images onto one or more recording media^ in such a manner that each of said r eeerdri^ m e dia 

on'ly and 

a keeping-time monitoring unit operable- con fmu red to monitor a keeping time for 

each of said plurality of images to determine whether or not said keeping time reaches an end of 
a predetermined keeping term, said keeping time being a time that has passed after said each of 
said plurality of images was recorded in said image keeping apparatus^t~£ind 

a keeping-time notifying unit eperable-configured_to notify^ when said keeping 

time is determined to reach said end of said predetermined keeping term, a corresponding user of 
said each of said plurality of images that said predetermined term expired. 

wherein j li e one or more digital cameras are confiRured to automatically determine when 

an image transmitting condition is met, and to automatically transmit the plurality of imaRCS to 
the delivery-medium producing apparatus in response to the de termination, 

16. (Currently Amended) A de fe^ery ■ medium pro du cing appara tus- system as claimed in claim 
1 5, wherein said image keeping apparatus deletes one of said plurality of images for which said 
predetermined keeping term expired, if no user's instruction is received from said corresponding 
user within a predetermined waiting time period after the notification. 



1 1. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

one or more digital cameras for capturing a plurality of images: and 

a,delivery-medium producing apparatus for automatically recording a-the plurality of 

images captured by a plurality of digital cameras, the deliver y- medium producin g apparatus 
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including: eempB -s- in - g r 

a receiving unit epe^al^conFigurcdJo receive a-the, plurality of images via 

wireless communications with the one or more digital cameras , which are automat i eaHy 
transmitted From the plurality of digital canysras, wli ^FeH^ai^)->te^aiity-^^ 

an image keeping apparatus ep^^a:ble-configured,,,to keep said plurality of images 

received and recorded th e r e rn- by said receiving unit^t 

a deliver y-medi urn recording unit q^eyabte- conilgured to record said plurality of 

images onto oiie or more recording media, in such a manner that each of said re c ording m ed^-a 

a payment-mode receiving unit epembte- conllgured to receive an instruction 

specifying a payment mode from each of sa^d-pne or more users of the one or , more di gital 
cameras^™and 

a payment processing unit operable to indirectly charge saW-each of said one or 

more users in accordance with said specified payment mode. 

wherein the one or more digital cameras are configured to automatically determine when 

an image transmitting condition is met, and to auto inatically, transmit the plw^^^ 
the delivery-medium producing apparatus in res ponse to the determination . 

18. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium storing thereon a program for use in a 
digital camera capable of being connected to a phone, comprising: 

a connection-detecting module operable to detect connection between said digital camera 
and said phone; 

a calling module operable to make said phone call a predetermined number after the 
connection is detected ; and 

a transmitting module operable to automaticaily determine when an image transmitting 
condition is met, and to make said digital camera automatically transmit a plurality of images 
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captured by said digital camera via said phone aBtematrieal-l^^to an external apparatus for storage 
in response to the determination. aGeefdaftee-^\4th-a3^4HstoefeH^ g user i H-a^v^^^eer 

wherein the external apparatus is adapted to automatically store images captured and 
transmitted by a plurality of digital cameras. 

19. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium as claimed in claim 18, wherein said 
digital camera is connected to said phone by short-distance radio commimication, 

20, (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium as claimed in claim 18^ further 
comprising a monitoring module operable to monitor the number of said one or more images 
captured by said digital camera to determine whether or not said number reaches a predetermined 
number, wherein 

said transmitting module makes said digital camera transmit said one or more images 
when said monitored number of said one or more images reaches said predetermined number . 

2L (Currently Amended) A capturing device, comprising: 

a capturing unit operable to capture a plurality of images of an object; and 

a controller operable to control said capturing device and to control a communication 

device capable of being connected to said capturing device to wirelessly communicate with an 

external apparatus, wherein 

said controller is configured to automatically determine when an image transmitting 

condition is met, and to control the capturing device to automatically transmit each of said 

plurality of images a3^e4mi^nTj4:ted^aHtemafe^ apparatus via said 

communicating device to said external apparatus for storage in response to the determination. 

aeeei = daBe e ^ ¥ itji-an4n 5 t - ruet4eB- - d e t e Hm i i e d ^^^^ 

wherein the external apparatus is adapted to automatically store images captured and 

transmitted by a plurality of capturing devices^ 

22„ (Original) A capturing device as claimed in claim 21 ^ wherein said capturing device stores a 
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said capturing unit transmits said image to said external apparatus in accordance with 
said program, 

23. (Original) A capturing device as claimed in claim 22, wherein said capturing device is 
operable to store said captured image, 

said controller of said capturing unit determines whether or not the number of stored 
images reaches a predetermined number, and 

said transmission is performed in accordance with said program when said number of 
said images reaches said predetermined number, 

24. (Original) A capturing device as claimed in claim 22, wherein said controller determines 
whether or not a predetermined time period has passed after said image was captured, and 

said transmission is performed in accordance with said program when said predetermined 
time period has passed after said image was captured. 

25- (Currently Amended) A capturing device as claimed in claim 22, ilirther' comprising a unit 
operable to receive a user's instruction to allow s aid - t - Fai^ ^missr&fr an image to be p erform ^ 
transmitted manual ly -\vh e r e i - n 

sm d4raH 5 mr s5 ien -- i s-- p erfeFme d in response to sai dH^eFV4r^me4en4r^ee 0rdane e- w 

sai^i^egram. 

26. (Currently Amended) A capturing device as claimed in claim 25, further comprising a 
display operable to display eaM-stered- captured images to allow said user to select which image 
is to be transmitted manually to said external apparatus. 

27, (Original) A capturing device as claimed in claim 21, wherein said communicating device is 
formed integrally with said capturing device as a single device, 
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28. (Currently Amended) A delivery-medium producing method for automatically recording a 
plurality of images captured by a plurality of digital cameras, comprising: 

usin g each of a plurality of digital cameras to auton-tatically dete rmine w hen respective 

imaRC tran smittin g conditions are met: 

in response to the determination, using each of the plurality of digital cameras to 

automaticailv transmit one or more imag es as di gital data to a remote delivery-medium 
producing site: 

receiving at„the del iyery-medium producing site the ar^ iira l ity - ef -imageSr-wMel^-^r^ 
automatically transmitted from the plurality of digital cameras by means of an image receiving 

eam e ra s- te the image recei\dng u -Hi4r44^ eeei - daHe e- with - i -r^^ b>^ users of th e 

fiki rality of digital cam em64n-a4 v - ane e rt1i e- plHffllity ^^#4^^ transmitted as dig ftaj-4ata 



keeping said efle-eiH^wfe- received images at the delivery-medium producing site by 
recording said received one or more images in an image keeping apparatus; 

recording sai^one or more images of the kept images onto a recording medium; and 
delivering said recording medium to a place specified by a user of sai^ the digital camera 
responsible for capturing the one or more images recorded on the recoidiug medium, devker 

29. (Currently Amended) A delivery-medium producing method as claimed in claim 28, vv^herein 
at least one of said plurality of digital cameras transmits an image to the delivery-medium 
producing site imeges-a rc transmitted via a phone capable of being connected to said at least one 
of the digit al cameras capturing device via a wire or wirelessly. 

30. (Canceled) 

31 . (Currently Amended) A delivery-medium producing method for automatically recording a 
plurality of images captured by a plurality of digital cameras, comprising: 

using each of a plurality of digital cameras to automatically determine when respective 
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image IransniittinR conditions are met; 

in response to the determination, usiim each of the plurality of digital cameras to 

automatically transmit one or more images as digital data to a i emote delivery-medium 
prociucinR site: 

receiving at the delivery-medium producing site the plurality of images automatically 
transmitted liom the pku ality of digital cameras by means of an image receiving unit^jard 
plurality of images b emg-ai itematieaH - ^ ^ tim s m -itte ^ as digital data from aaid -fte ml i ty - ef - diffltal 
cameras capturing d evj^; 

keeping said fiteFati4v-ef received images at the delivery-medium producing site by 
recording said received on e or more -images in an image keeping apparatus; 

recording smd-ptoati^ one or more of the kep t images onto recording media; 

delivering said recording media to places specified by users of said digital cameras; 

receiving at the delivery-medium producing apparatus designations of payment modes 
speerfied- made by said users; and 

charging said users for required costs in accordance with said specified payment modes. 

32 . (Currently Amended) A delivery-medium producing method as claimed in claim 31, wherein 
each of said users is allow^ed to speetfy^ designate that sai^Hri^er^ ^^s said payment of the required 
cost will be made in cash when said user receives said recording medium delivered to said user's 
specified place. 

33. (Currently Amended) A delivery-medium producing method as claimed in claim 31, wherein 
each user is allowed to speerfy^designat^at least charging via a bank or via a credit service 
company as said payment mode. 

34, (Currently Amended) A delivery-medium producing method as claimed in claim 33, 
wherein, said plurality of images are images transmitted via a phone connected to said digital 
cameras, and said user s ai e k-allowed to speeif^ designate char^inu via a telephone company as 
said payment mode. 
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35 (Canceled) 

36. (CuiTently Amended) A deliveiy-medium producing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said a^eel^ i - t^im i l-r e e e B ' ^ ^s-s aid plurality of im -ages4iv^ eeGrdane e ^\4tji -ijn[i^ 
transmitting condition is based on at least one of a shot date and a number of captured images. 

37. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium as claimed in claim 18, wherein each of 
said plurality of images are captured and stored in the digital camera. 

38. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium as claimed in claim 18, wherein said 
transmitting module transmits said plurality of images in accordance with at least one of a shot 
date and a number of captured images. 

39 (Previously Presented) A capturing device as claimed in claim 2\, wherein each of said 
plurality of images are captured and stored in a digital camera. 

40. (Previously Presented) A capturing device as claimed in claim 21, wherein said plurality of 
images are transmitted in accordance with at least one of a shot date and a number of captured 
images. 

41 (Canceled) 

42. (Cuirently Amended) A delivery-medium producing method as claimed in claim 28, 
wherein , for at least one of the digital cameras, the respective imaRc trans mitting condition is 
based on sar d receiving step rec eiWS-s a i d - pl - urality-ef^mag es-i-^^ ccQrdance with at least one of a 
shot date and a number of captured images. 
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43. (Previously Presented) A delivery-medium producing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said delivery-medium recording unit automatically records an image in accordance with 
at least one of: a time that has passed after each image was captured, the number of the images 
that have been captured, and predetermined intervals, 

44. (Previously Presented) A delivery-medium producing apparatus as claimed in claim 15, 
wherein said delivery-medium recording unit automatically records an image in accordance with 
at least one of: a time that has passed after each image was captured, the number of the images 
that have been captured, and predetermined intervals. 

45. (Previously Presented) A delivery-medium producing apparatus as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein said delivery-medium recording unit automatically records an image in accordance with 
at least one of: a time that has passed after each image was captured, the number of the images 
that have been captured, and predetermined intervals. 

46. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium as claimed in claim 18, wherein said 
external apparatus automatically records the transmitted images onto recording media in 
accordance with at least one of; a time that has passed after each image was captured, the 
number' of the images that have been captured, and predetermined intervals. 

47. (Previously Presented) A capturing device as claimed in claim 21, wherein said external 
apparatus automatically records the transmitted images onto recording media in accordance with 
at least one of: a time that has passed after each image was captured, the number of the images 
that have been captured, and predetermined intervals. 

48.. (Currently Amended) A delivery-medium producing method as claimed in claim 28, wherein 
said method automatically records an image onto the recordinR medium in accordance with at 
least one of: a time that has passed after each image was captured, the number of the images that 
have been captured, and predetermined intervals. 
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49. (Currently Amended) A delivery-medium producing method as claimed in claim 31, wherein 
said method automatically records an image onto one of the recordinR media in accordance with 
at least one of: a time that has passed after each image was captured, the number of the images 
that have been captured, and predetermined intervals. 



50. (Canceled) 
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